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Message Text 


TAGS:BEXP, BE 

SUBJECT :BELGIAN COUNTRY COMMERCIAL PROGRAM: THIRD QUARTER 
FY78WCAG REVIEW 


REF: (A) BRUSSELS 13664; (B) STATE 129310 

1 . THE WASHINGTON COMMERCIAL ACTION GROUP (WCAG) FOR 
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BELGIUM AND THE NETHE "LANDS MET JULY 26 TO REVIEW THE POST'S 
THIRD QUARTER PROGRESS REPORT ON THE FY 78 CCP. WCAG WAS 
PLEASED THAT DESPITE THE LOSS OF KEY PERSONNEL RESOURCES 
DURING THE QUARTER, THE POST WAS ABLE TO REMAIN ON OR 
AHEAD OF SCHEDULE IN COMPLETING OBJECTIVES SET OUT IN CCP. 


2. WCAG COMMENDS POST ON ITS EFFORTS REFTEL (A) PARA 5, 
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ACTIVITY 2, INCREASED TRAVEL TO THE UNITED STATES. USTS 
REPRESENTATIVE CONFIRMED A DRAMATIC INCREASE IN TOTAL 
BELGIAN TRAVEL TO THE U.S. THIS YEAR COMPARED TO YEAR AGO. 

3. ICA REPRESENTATIVE BRIEFED WCAG ON ICA'S ROLE IN SUPPORT 
OF POST'S COMMERCIAL EFFORTS. HE CONFIRMED THAT ICA WILL 
CONTINUE TO PROVIDE POST WITH EDITORIAL AND PRINTING 
SUPPORT, INCLUDING PRINTED MATERIALS (SEE USIA-CM- 

106 OF 2/16/78). ICA EXPLORING FRENCH TRANSLATION OF 

SELECTED NEW PRODUCTS TO GO IN COMMERCIAL NEWSU.S.A. 

4. REFTEL (A) PARA 7, TRADE OPPORTUNITIES: WCAG COMMENDS 
SUCCESS AND APPRECIATES RECAP OF THIS PROGRAM AND 
ESPECIALLY THE BREAKOUT OF THE TO'S BY PROJECTION AND 
SUBMISSION. AS THIS IS A GOOD BAROMETER OF PROGRESS IN 
INITIATIVE AREA OF CCP. FOR THE FOURTH QUARTER THE POST 
MAY WISH TO NOT ONLY INCLUDE LAST QUARTER RESULTS, BUT 
ALSO SUMMARY OF FISCAL YEAR RESULTS AS WELL, BROKEN OUT 
BY CAMPAIGN. A BREAKOUT FOR OSPE'S SEPARATELY FOR TO'S 
GENERATED FOR FY-78 WOULD ALSO BE APPRECIATED. 

5. WCAG WAS BRIEFED BY COMMERCE'S SPECIAL ACTIVITIES 
DIVISION (SAD) ON CATALOG SHOW PARTICIPATION IN THE 
BENELUX COUNTRIES. DISCUSSION WAS PROMPTED BY THE RECENT 
FOREIGN SERVICE INSPECTION REPORT WHICH CENTERED ON THE 
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DIFFICULTY OF EVALUATING CATALOG SHOWS BY MEANS SUCH AS 
AGENTS/LICENSEES SIGNED, PROJECTED AND IMMEDIATE SALES, 

ETC. SAD FELT THAT WHILE IN IDEAL CIRCUMSTANCES POST'S 
TIME WOULD BE BETTER SPENT ON THE PROMOTION OF MAJOR 
PRODUCT EXHIBITIONS, BUDGET LIMITATIONS PERMIT ONLY A 
FEW SUCH MAJOR SHOWS EACH YEAR. CATALOG SHOWS DO AT 
LEAST PROVIDE A COMMERCIAL PRESENCE, TRADE LEADS, AND 
T'E TESTING OF A MARKET FOR FUTURE SHOW PROMOTIONS AT 
MODEST OUT-OF-POCKET COSTS. WCAG WISHES TO COMMEND POST 
ON ITS EFFECTIVE USE OF CATALOG SHOWS AND SAD CONFIRMED 
THAT THE BENELUX COUNTRIES MAKE THE BEST USE OF CATALOG 
SHOWS IN THE DEVELOPED MARKET AREA. WCAG WOULD APPRECIATE 
ANY COMMENTS THE POST WOULD HAVE ON THIS SUBJECT. 

6. CAMPAIGN NUMBER 7, ACTION 4: WCAG WOULD BE INTERESTED 
IN LEARNING TO WHAT EXTENT BIO AT INTL. HARBOR CONFERENCE 
IN ANTWERP MAY 78, WAS SUCCESSFUL, ESPECIALLY IN LIGHT OF 
PLANNED FY'80 PARTICIPATION IN THIS EVENT WITH A USDOC 
CATALOG SHOW. 

7. REFTEL (B) PARA 5, DISTRIBUTION OF CCP REPORTS: WCAG 
REPEATS REQUEST THAT FUTURE CCP QUARTERLY REPORTS SHOULD 
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